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DOCTRINAL PREACHING AND THE NEW DAY 


We are all interested in the new day. Not this group alone, 
but large numbers outside the Christian circle, undaunted by 
the Great War and the disillusionment of these last years, are 
sustained in their efforts for men by the vision of a new world. 
But there are many to whom the other part of this subject will 
make little appeal. They will greet with a smile the suggestion 
that doctrinal teaching must be the foundation of the new day. 

It is not strange that we should find this attitude outside 
the Church. We can understand how those outside can ap- 
preciate the Church as having some social utility while dis- 
missing its doctrine as hardly worthy of serious discussion any 
longer. What is strange is that we find somewhat the same 
attitude inside the Church. “Let’s be done with dogma and 
tradition,” men say, “with meaningless theories and hair-split- 
ting discussions, and move on to the order of the day.” “If 
we are to make a success of religious journalism,” said a 
speaker recentiy to a group of editors engaged in this field, 
“the first step is to throw out theology.” And the journal of a 
Methodist society thought it worth while recently to print a 
quotation from a well-known evangelist to this effect: “I love 
flowers, I love religion; I hate botany, I despise theology.” 


But such positive aversion, limited in scope, is not nearly 
so significant as the far more widespread indifference and 
neglect. How much teaching is being done in our pulpits 
today? You get exhortation and illustration, rhetoric and 
sentiment, but how many teaching sermons have you heard 
in the last year which set forth in clear and ordered manner 
some great truth of the Christian faith or life? The old 
catechism has been discarded; have we found a substitute 
that is giving our young people any clear grasp of the truths 
of the Christian religion? Note where the emphasis is placed 
in the gatherings of ministers and laymen, convened by our 
Church leaders and our great societies, upon which we have 
made so large expenditure of time and money. Some of us 
still think that the central interest of Christianity is its mes- 
sage, but it would not appear so from a study of the programs 
of these gatherings. The Centenary movement did include a 
splendid campaign of instruction; it brought information as 
to needs and plans, anda little doctrine came in by way of 
the stewardship drive. But we seemed to assume that Christian 
folks knew all about that message to the world which was our 
first justification for such a campaign, and this depite the fact 
that round about was a world perishing even more from a 
famine of truth than from a dearth of bread. We have been 


- long on organization and exhortation; we have been short on 
acta 
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A Place for Definitions 


Here is a good place to stop and define terms, for a definition 
is often better than an argument. I do not wonder that many 
men are sceptical about the value of doctrine. For them doc- 
trine means a sum of teachings, more or less remote from life, 
f ted by the Church once upon a time, and now handed 
down as a tradition of the past and a law that all must obey. 
The “defenders of the faith,” usually self-appointed, are often 
to blame for this. They have confused dogma with doctrine. 
Dogma is a créed enforced by the Church as a legal authority, to 
hich men Aubmit whether there be inner conviction or not. 
That-ts-Roman Catholic, not Protestant, it is the bondage of the 
law and not freedom of faith. Doctrine is simply teaching; it 
is the great liberating truth that is given in the Christian mes- 
sage, set forth in clear and ordered fashion. It is not apart from 
life, it grows out of life, and it bears directly upon life. In 
the Christian faith it means first of all the convictions about 
God that are the very heart of our experience. But it means 
equally the ideals of conduct and character which command 
our lives as those who believe in such a God. 


If our churches have been overlooking the meaning of doc- 
trine, that has not been true elsewhere. Never has there been 
such a time of teaching as in these last years. Men said the 
Great War was a war of machines, a contest of material re- 
sources mechanically applied. There is truth in that, horrible 
truth, but it may be added that it was even more a_w. ideas. 
By ideas I do not mean correct information or sober reflection; 
it was propaganda, which is not primarily devotion to the truth, 
but a systematic effort to make men think your way. But it was 
doctrine, teaching. The decisive blow came not only from the 
armed forces of the west, but from those ideals, formulated 
chiefly by America, which were introduced into Germany and at 
last, together with the knowledge that they had been deceived 
by their leaders, broke down the morale of the German people. 
Alas, that those same ideas were forgotten when the victors met 
at Versailles! 


And the tide of propaganda is on today. Political parties, 
ee aipade aL eee national interests, all 
are joining. Men think of the soviet regime as a great organiza- 
tion depending upon force. That is true in part, but all observ- 
ers agree that the Russian Government is carrying on a most 
remarkable campaign in education in order to make the whole 
nation over into Marxian socialists. Just as active has been 
the anti-Russian campaign led by France and supported by other 
interests. Think of the enormous sums of money that have been 
spent in the last seven years in this work of teaching. And 
propaganda is nothing more than doctrinal teaching. Out of it 
all this one fact stands forth: for better or for worse the new 
world will be made not by the decisions of kings or presidents 
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or parliaments, nor yet by the might of armies and fleets; it 

—__.will be made by the ideas that win the suffrage of men. We 
have reached a new stage in history. The woldre still far 
from democracy, but so much of democracy has come that 
henceforth the chief battles of the world will be those in which 
rival ideas fight for the votes of the people. The Great War 
may yet be seen as having marked the divide. There was a 
time when great events hinged on the decision of the few, of 
kings or of chancellories or of captains of finance. It was the 
few that determined upon the Great War and brought it on, not 
the peoples. America was an apparent exception, but she came 
in long after the war was begun. It was the few that in secret 
conclave, despite our advertised ideals, concocted the terms 
of peace. But the old era is past. The few began the war, but 
the war was carried on only as these few were able to enlist 
the support of the many. That was true of every power that 
fought. France was on the verge of a breakdown once because 
of the attitude of the people. Russia dropped out despite 
Kerensky, because the peasant was sick of a war that had no 
meaning for his mind. It was the inner revolt that helped 
to break down Germany. A large part of the task of England 
and America was to win the conviction of the people. And 
but yesterday England’s plans for Russian interference were 
blocked because the English laboring men said “No!” The ballot, 
the book, the newspaper, the public school, telephone, telegraph, 
and wireless, all these have worked together. The common folk 
the world around today can know and think and decide, and 
the decisions of society in the future will be made by them. 


A Summons to the Church 


But what has all this to do with the Church and doctrinal 
preaching? Everything. It speaks to the Church with trumpet 
tones, “He that hath ears let him hear what the Spirit saith 
to the churches.” Here are the plain facts: 1. The world’s 
great questions are to be settled in the future not by authority 
or force, but by the ideas that can command the minds of men. 
2. The great questions upon which humanity’s life depends are 
at bottom every one moral and religious. 3. The ideals that 
must rule men if the world is to be saved are those that are 
found in the gospel of Jesus Christ. And so there comes the 
summons to the Church: take up the ancient task, the task 
of prophet and apostle, of reformer and preacher and evangelist, 
and teach men! 


How Fared Christian Ideals in the War? 


But, you say, has not the Church been teaching men through- 
out these years? The answer to that question lies in the results. 
These last years have given the Church such a test of its teaching 
work as perhaps has never been seen before. First of all, it was 
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a test in the field of world history. Never had there been a 
conflict on such a scale, for the battle was worldwide. The 
line of conflict was not simply that which separated allies from 
central powers. We who believe in the cause in which our 
nation engaged must still recognize that. How did the ideals 
of Christianity fare? Taking a worldwide view, we must say 
that it was not able to teach them to the so-called Christian 
nations; no, not even to the men that were in its fold. A narrow 
nationalism displaced the faith in one God of all men and 
nations. Jesus’ confidence in the power of love and goodwill 
and forgiveness gave place to the creed of force, and force 
alone, a creed that has outlasted the time of actual war. In 
large circles bitterness, anger, and vindictiveness were systematic- 
ally cultivated'and regarded as a virtue. Nor was it always easy 
to discern any difference between the spirit of those within the 
Church and those outside, though the former were supposedly 
pledged to loyalty to the spirit of Jesus. 


A Page From Soldier Testimony 


The second test was even more definite. A unique opportunity 
came to the Church to find out how far it had really succeeded 
in its teaching mission. The men of the army were a cross 
section of the whole land, not one city or hamlet escaped, not 
one class that was not represented. An unusual force of chap- 
lains and church workers gave the opportunity for personal 
contact. At the close of the war these religious workers made 
a careful study of the facts as they had gathered them among 
British and American men of the Protestant faith. The British 
report gives this conclusion “That probably four-fifths of the 
young manhood of our country should have little or no vital con- 
nection with any of the churches, and that behind this detachment 
there should lie so deep a misunderstanding of the faith by which 
Christian men and women live, and the ideals of life which 
they hold is, perhaps, the most salient factor of our evidence.” 
The American report is in striking agreement: “If a vote were 
taken among the chaplains and other religious workers as to the 
most serious failure of the Church, as evidenced in the army, 
a large majority would agree that it was the Church’s failure 
as a teacher. We have not succeeded in teaching Christianity to 
our own members, let alone distributing a clear knowledge of it 
through the community at large.” It was not that these men 
did not follow the teachings of Christianity—that rested with 
them; it was that they had not learned from us what Christianity 
was, and that was our failure. 


What is Christian Doctrine? 


_ And now we must come to closer quarters with our ques- 
tion: What is this Christian doctrine and how will it serve the 
world? Many will admit the impeachment just brought and 
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glory in it. “Go on and preach your outworn creeds,” they 
say, ‘and turn your face to the past. Our business is with the 
present and our task is that of service.” With the spirit of these 
last words we can all agree. We, too, want “to serve the pres- 
ent age.” We have as little patience as they with those who 


“on stated days themselves imprison, 
Mocking with bread a dead creed’s grinning jaws, 
Witless how long the life had thence arisen.” 


But there is a double error. in this position. One is the 
identification of the doctrine which we are to teach with tradi- 
tional theology. Unfortunately that is the mistake which many 
make when they take up doctrinal preaching. For them it 
means going back to some creed or theory, defining it, defend- 
ing it, and telling the people what they must believe in order to 
be Christian. We need not consider just now what measure of 
truth may be in this creed or that in which the Church of a past 
age tried to sum up its faith. We can say of all of them: 


“Our little systems have their day, 
They have their day and cease to be; 

_._They are but broken lights of Thee, 
Arid~thqu, O Lord, art more than they.” 


Doctrinal preaching ‘is not repeating a formula of the past, 

it is setting forth for mind and heart the meaning of the Chris- 
jan faith. Te is ert that is in the heart of that faith 

which we wish to bring. Such a truth is not a burden imposed 
by the dead hand of the past; rather it is a conviction which 
sets men free. It is the very heart of a man’s deepest life, the 
vision by which he lives. It might be better to call it a faith 
than a doctrine; but when we ask what this living faith means, 
what it has to say about God and the world and life, then we 
have a doctrine, a teaching. And unless it spring from life, not 
of the past but of a present, and unless it speak to life in turn, 
it is a poor and impotent thing. And that is why men revolt 
from some doctrinal preaching, a preaching that cannot convince 
and so cannot command, that appeals to authority but lacks the 
power of a living Spirit, that resurrects old controversies and 
unmeaning theories, but has no word for the life and death 
needs of today. 

There is a second error here, the failure to see that the doc- 
trine of which we are speaking is the most practical concern 
with which men can deal. True Christian doctrine represents 
not merely a conviction but an ideal, it speaks to the will just 
as truly as to the mind. We have no place for doctrine which 
does not bear upon life. We have talked too long about “mere 
morality.” We have made men think that doctrine had nothing 
to do with ethics and ethics might be considered apart from 
doctrine. Back of what a man does there lies what he believes. 

~ When I can find what a man holds to be the greatest power, then 
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I have a clue to what he considers the highest good. The God 
whom Christianity brings is both good and power. And the 
doctrine of the New Testament is even more taken up with 
moral ideals than with religious convictions in the stricter sense. 

Here then is the double doctrine that Christianity offers: 
a faith to set man free, an ideal to command his life. First of 
all it offers him a faith, not as a puzzling doctrine which he 
must accept, not as a theory in which he must believe, but 
rather as the answer to his deepest questions, as the only light 
that can make life clear, as the power that alone can help. It 
shows him the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ as a 
living, glorious Presence that brings strength and clear purpose 
and peace. But this God is a challenge as well as an answer. 
He is the lové that we trust but He is also the ideal that com- 
mands. For here, too, is man’s eternal question: What is the 
good? What shall I live for? What must I do? Until: you 
find what a man obeys you have not found his God. We have 
preached the God of love whom men may trust; we need a new 
emphasis upon the love that men must obey, upon the righteous- 
ness and mercy that must be enthroned not simply in the heavens 
but here in our life and in the life of nations. 


What Shall Save the World? 


Turn from this now to this modern world which as Christians 
we want to serve. What shall save this world? Shall we 
organize committees and send poor relief? Shall we pass laws 
and try to banish vice? Shall we build community houses and 
form all manner of clubs? Shall we show the farmer how 
better to till his acres and supply recreation so as to keep the 
boy on the farm? Shall we form a, league of nations and 
abolish war, or call a conference of powers and proceed to 
disarm? Yes, in the name of God and of the needs of men 
let us do all these. But let not the Church with its interest in 
these forget the greatest gift which it possesses, its teaching, its 
doctrine, the message of a faith and an ideal. 

Look first at the ideal and its need today. It was true in 
no small degree that the Church during the war (I am thinking 
of all lands) was seduced from its first great task. In each land 
men said: “Never mind the ideal, the questions of right and 
wrong. The issue has been set and all is plain. The business 
of the Church is simply to exhort men to obey the State and to 
organize them to serve.” And so the Church waited tables 
instead of preaching the gospel, and repeated war cries instead 
of playing the prophet. And the world is reaping the harvest 
today. Never was there such national consciousness and na- 
tional selfishness. Militarism, imperialism, aggression have 
marked the policies of nations. Prejudice, bitterness, hatred 
have marked their spirit one toward the other. The tide of race 
feeling is running high. The industrial world is torn by strife. 
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The most dangerous paganism today is not in “heathen” lands 
but in the so-called Christian nations which neither recognize 
nor understand the Christian ideal. 


The Christian Principle of Goodwill 


What shall save these lands? The Christian ideal, and that 
alone. That means first of all the Christian principle of good 
will. I think sometimes that the Church has been slower to 
see this than some men outside the Church, or less courageous 
to speak of it. Here is Sir Philip Gibbs, perhaps the greatest 
war correspondent of the great conflict. How humanly and 
movingly he has written in “Now It Can Be Told.” Even more 
movingly has he spoken in these later days in protest against 
the spirit of hatred and vindictiveness, in the plea for reconcilia- 
tion. How he scores the English papers which long after the 
decisive defeat “kept up the old war cries, still inflamed the fires 
of hate,” insisting that the Germans were not “on a level with 
ordinary human nature, not worthy of a place in a League of 
Nations.” “Europe needs a new heart,” he cries out, “a new 
spirit of good-will and mutual understanding and mercy.” ‘We 
need a prophet of God to change the evil in men’s hearts.” Is 
he right when he adds, “And such a voice is not heard above 
the strife and anguish of this present time’? The message is 
here; will the Church proclaim it? There it lies in the words of 
Jesus, when He declared His faith in the final power, not of the 
mailed fist, but of the heart of good will. “But I say unto you, 
love, pray, forgive, that ye may be sons of your Father.” 


The Christian Ideal of Righteousness 


And here is another Christian ideal for lack of which the 
nations perish, the principle of righteousness. It was a thunder- 
bolt in the hands of the prophets, who dared to be true to a 
righteous God and place him above the spurious, “hundred per 
cent” patriotism of their day. For this stood highest, not the 
will of the king or the wish of the mob or the fortune even of 
their own loved land, but that which was right and just in the 
sight of God. A world that has looked into hell longs for peace 
though fools still rattle the saber. But compacts and world 
courts and leagues will not of themselves bring peace. The 
corner stone of justice alone can sustain that temple. And the 
Church must preach it. Higher than the claims of labor or the 
confident power which capital feels today, higher than the will 
of king or congress or of nations insolent in their strength, is 
that righteousness which is the will of God. 


The Principle of the Sacredness of Humanity 


And there is the principle of the sacredness of humanity. 
Where is it set forth with such power as in that gospel which 
declares that one human life outweighs a world? We know 


9 


how Jesus showed that reverence for man in his own life, and 
with what words He condemned the sin of those who scorned 
their fellow men. That scorn of man for man stands today in 
the way of the new world; now it is the scorn of the German, 
now of the Jew, now of the black man, now of the Oriental. 
It has grown fearfully in these years throughout the world, and 
here in our own land. Race riots. in Chicago and other northern 
cities, an anti-Semitic campaign, and increasing antipathy for the 
foreigner just because he is a foreigner, with a background of 
a narrow so-called Americanism that does not know the first 
principles of the Republic—this is what we face. And the same 
principle is at stake when an organization like the National 
Manufacturers’ Association scoffs at reports on standards of 
living and declares boldly that labor for the manufacturer is 
simply a commodity to be bought in the market at the lowest 
price like everything else. These ways are ways of division 
and death. In the new world man must stand above things, 
never an instrument, always an end, and the law of reverence for 
humanity must obtain for every man whatever the color or 
class. Be sure, that will not come with idle sentimental- 
izing, but only when at last our message wins men to see one 
God of all men, and all men as sons of the one God. 


Solidarity and Co-operation 


One other ideal should be mentioned, the double conception 
of solidarity and co-operation. A recent speaker defined the 
community as a group of people, more or less contiguous, who 
were learning to think and act together in regard to the most 
important concerns of life. I accept the definition and assert 
that the world is on the way to becoming one community. But 
there is more than that. The God who has been making us one 
in this deeper sense is making it ever plainer that as a world 
we must work together for a common good or go down to a 
common destruction. Today the highest goods can come to a 
nation only as it seeks to share them with other people. We 
are one in our interests, we must be one in our effort. How 
far we are from that in the world’s thinking you all know. 
Selfish nationalism has had an unprecedented revival. Indi- 
vidualism, plain selfishness, is the confessed creed of vast num- 
bers. Here is but another phase of the one great antagonism 
that we have been considering: Cesar against Christ, paganism 
or the practise of the cross. The world is facing big problems, 
but this is the final question before which all others shrink and 
pale. Henry Sloane Coffin quotes Stopford Brooke as writing 
in his diary under date of January 1, 1898: “Men look forward 
to a universal war, and now that self-interest, that is the Devil 
himself, is believed to be the paramount and practical law of 
life, there is nothing else to look for.” That prophecy is not 
exhausted in the terrible fulfillment which was given it in the 
Great War. 
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Doctrinal Preaching Essential for Life’s Ideals 


Le See ay ee 

I am not asking the pulpit to teach politics or discuss eco- 
nomic questions. I am not asking it to desert an old gospel 
for some innovation. I am asking that it shall go back to Jesus 
and the prophets, that in a world where paganism rules in indi- 
vidual ideals and social practise the Church shall have the cour- 
age to declare the ideals of righteousness and good will, of 
reverence for humanity, of co-operation and service as the one 
way for the world’s salvation. In a searching article translated 
by Bishop Burt the Italian publicist and radical, Giovanni Papini, 
declares that Christianity has yet to begin its work among us, 
and his summons is just to this ministry of teaching. “The 
propagation of the fundamental Christian truths among the 
people of today has all the perils and all the attractiveness of an 
enterprise absolutely new,” the enterprise of “causing to enter 
into the spirit of men and into their daily conduct those very 
truths which in the last analysis are the only ones which can 
save ourselves and the world.” The words of the gospel have 
been on our lips, but we must see its ideals with a new clearness 
and proclaim them with a new power. And we must make them 
the conscience and the spirit of the common people all over the 
world. We are thinking today in world terms, we are looking 
for a new world order; and sometimes we think that our 
battle will be won when these ideals are written in our statutes 
or incorporated in some plan of world court or league of nations. 
The task is not so easy as that. What is written in law or 
treaty will mean little unless it has been written in human hearts. 
The ideals of the gospel must become the ruling ideas of com- 
mon folks in every land and in every corner of the land. That 
is the long, long road that humanity must travel, and the preach- 
ing Church setting itself to reach each last man must lead 
the way. 


The Importance of Preaching Religious Doctrines 


So far we have considered but one side of Christianity’s 
message: doctrinal preaching as it has to do with the ideals of 
life. I have spoken of moral doctrines so far. If you do not 
think these ethical ideals important, look at the space which 
the New Testament gives to them. But there is more than 
that. The new day asks of us the preaching of religious doc- 
trine, and this indeed is the foundation. If justice and good will 
and service are merely ideals they will not long command the 
obedience of men. Back of pagan ideals lie pagan convictions, 
a pagan faith, The pagan faith today is the faith that the 
highest power in the world is force and cleverness. It is the 
faith of Napoleon: God is on the side of the greatest battalions. 
The most terrible fact about these post-war days has been the 
“bankruptcy of faith. The nations with the victory won straight- 


11 


way forgot high ideals; they had no confidence in their power, 
and they went back at once to worship the old gods of cunning 
(secret diplomacy) and greed (territorial expansion) and force 
(armies and navies). And the counterpart of all that we saw 
with individual men in the greed of the conscienceless profiteer 
and the lust for self-indulgence while a world was starving. Is 
it not clear that what men need here is a new faith, a new 
vision of God high and lifted up as the final power that rules 
men and nations? The first task of doctrinal preaching then is 
to bring God to men as the prophets did, as did Jesus. Men 
must learn anew the lessons of reverence, of the fear of God. 


Its Value to the Individual 


That applies, first of all, to the individual man. Christianity 
has many gifts to offer men. It has none greater than the 
gift of faith. I do not mean now by faith a set of correct theo- 
logical opinions, what some men mean when they talk of “the 
faith once for all delivered to the saints.” A set of doctrines 
handed down may be a poor and lifeless thing. You may 
repeat them in a creed and insist upon them in your church 
rules and declare that no man shall come into your church 
(which is not your church at all but the church of our Lord) 
unless he subscribe to them. But the power of life is not 
here. That is present when man gets a vision of God which 
becomes the conviction of his heart in the light of which he 
knows himself and his world, the life that he may have and 
the life that he must live. Bring that to a man and you have 
brought him a clear purpose, a deep peace, an unfailing inspira- 
tion, a constant source of strength. 

But such a faith cannot be handed over with a phrase. Nor 
is it enough to teach it in childhood. The child’s world is very 
simple. It is not hard for the child to say, 


“The world is so full of a number of things, 
I’m sure we should all be as happy as kings.” 


The man’s world. is a bigger world and a very terrible world 
sometimes. Can he hold this same good God in his man’s world? 
There is our task. We must help this college man to see how 
he can hold God in the larger world which education has 
brought him. That man has been hard hit by the ills of life; 
we must show him a God who suffers with man and who is 
redeeming this world from its evil. There is the man who has 
identified religion with an outworn creed against which reason 
and moral sense alike revolt;.we must lead him out into a truer 
vision that will enable him to keep his faith. Here is a man with 
the social passion; he must be shown that God for whom Mr. 
Wells pleads, the living God, comrade of men, toiling with 
them for a new world of righteousness. And, hardest of all, 
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we must help the man for whom God has become a mere 
name, a vague symbol, and we must make God real and a com- 
manding power in his life. 


Its Importance to Society 


From the individual, turn again to the social life to illustrate 
the importance of the beliefs. Three faiths have been bidding 
for the allegiance of men. One is the pagan faith, already 
mentioned. It is the belief in cunning and greed and brute 
force, all of them directed by selfishness. And war, as we 
have seen it, is but one of the terrible offsprings of that creed, 
the end of which, for nations as for individuals, is death. The 
second creed might be called the evolutionistic. It thinks of 
evolution not as the sober description of science but as a philoso- 
phy and a faith. Mr. Carnegie in his Autobiography sets forth 
this creed in that rather naive form in which many have held it. 
“Not only had I got rid of theology and the supernatural,” he 
says, “but I had found the truth of evolution. ‘All is well 
since all grows better’ became my motto, my true source of 
comfort. Man was not created with an instinct for his own 
degradation, but from the lower he had risen to the higher 
forms.” How impotent this gospel seems in the light of these 
last years! No wonder Mr. Carnegie had no heart to add to 
his biography after 1914. Our hope today is not in natural 
human goodness moving inevitably forward. We know rather 
with a new certainty that evil is terribly real, that good comes 
at the end of conflict, and that man must have God. 

Over against such creeds we must set our faith. We should 
do it with the greater courage because of those outside the 
Christian Church who are seeing a new light. Mr. Wells may 
be a crude theologian, but he has struck a real religious note 
of late, nevertheless. He has told us of an interview he had 
a few years ago with the late David Lubin, that Jew of genius 
and vision who founded the International Institute of Agricul- 
ture. “So many of us,” said Mr. Wells to him, “seem to be 
drifting away from the ideas of nationalism and faction and 
policy, towards something else which is larger... .We are 
feeling our way towards a bigger rule.” “The rule of righteous- 
ness,” said Mr. Lubin. “I told him that I had been coming 
more and more to the idea—not as a sentimentality or a meta- 
phor, but as the ruling and directing idea, the structural idea, 
of all one’s political and social activities—of the whole world 
as one state and community and of God as the King of that 
state.” “But I say that,” cried Mr. Lubin, “I have put my name 
to that. And it is here!’ And the old man struggled to 
his feet, and seized an Old Testament. “It is here,” he said, “in 
the prophets.” And then, says Mr. Wells, they went on for 
two hours to talk about religion. 

_ Yes, it is in the prophets, and even more in the message 
of Jesus, the faith in a coming rule of righteousness, in a 


13 


brotherhood which shall include all peoples, in one Kingdom of 
righteousness whose ruler shall be God. And there is more 
than that. There is the vision of a God who is like the Son of 
Man, a God who dwells with men as friend, the comrade God 
whose heart of pity suffers with all the pain of men, the fellow 
worker joining in all their toil, and the God of power whose pres- 
ence promises the final triumph. Here is the faith that we must 
bring. In the name of this God we will condemn insolence and 
oppression, however high its place. In this name we shall give 
courage to men who have lost hope and summon them to a 
renewed conflict. In this name we shall call men to repent 
of selfishness and greed and enlist them in the new service. And 
such a God this world needs that it may repent and worship, 
that it may believe and go forward. 


An Illustration from Premillennialism 


Let us take one other illustration, coming even closer to 
our work, that will show us alike the need of right teaching 
and how fateful for our work as a Church the wrong doctrine 
may be. While the Church has been absorbed in its planning 

nd organizing and exhorting, certain other movements have 
een working hard at the task of teaching, and none more so 

pe the modern premillennial movement. Nothing could give a 
clearer object lesson to the man who thinks that deeds count 
and doctrines are a matter of indifference. 


When we stop to reflect we realize that back of the program 
of our Church in all its varied plans and appeals, there is a 
very definite doctrine. We believe in a God who wants all 
men to be saved, and in missions and evangelism we summon 
to a life that is intended for all. We believe in a kingdom of 
God, a rule of love and righteousness which shall some time 
master human heart and social relation. We believe that this 
new world is to come through spiritual means, through the 
word of the Gospel and the work of the Spirit. We believe in 
the Church, the fellowship of those who in love and faith and 
service are joined to God, the place of the indwelling Spirit, the 
instrument for preaching the word. This is the faith that lies 
back of our work. What a glory it would give to life, what a 
new day it would bring to the Church if we could teach it and 
preach it till it became the vital conviction of every member! 


t is not too much to say that these great convictions are 
osed at every step by a doctrine that has been preached all up 
down our land and in our own Church with scarcely an 
effogt, in the past, to offset its teachings. What does pre- 
millennialism say to the faith that lies back of this program? We 
believe in a gospel that can redeem society; premillennialism de- 
clares that hope is vain and that the world must grow steadily 
worse. We believe in a gospel that is meant for all men; pre- 
millennialism declares that God purposes in this age to save but 
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a limited number, the elect. We believe that God plans to save 
the world by the gospel and the Spirit; premillennialism insists 
that these must fail and looks only to an irresistible deed of 
sheer power exercised from without. We believe that God 
works through men and we are preaching stewardship with a 
new comprehension; pre-millennialism scoffs at the idea of 
“bringing in a Kingdom by man’s puny efforts.” We believe in 
the church as the instrument of God; premillennialism bids us 
“expect as little as possible from Churches or governments un- 
der the present dispensation,” since the fate of both is to grow 
increasingly corrupt. And this age, be it noted, has already 
lasted nineteen centuries and even according to premillennial 
principles it may last nineteen centuries more. Once win the 
acceptance of the Church for that doctrine, once let its meaning 
be fully grasped, and you have cut the ground from under every 
great enterprise of our present-day Church life. 


The Church Must Revive Its Teaching Missions 


The time has come for the Church definitely and consciously 
to enter upon a revival of its teaching mission. There is a new 
interest upon the part of men and women in these final questions 
of life which religion seeks to answer. And on the part of 
those who watch the great world problems there is a new ap- 
preciation of faith and ideals as the final shaping power. Hear 
J. M. Keynes, the writer of the volume which has stirred more 
discussions concerning the peace treaty than any other: “The 
events of the coming year will not be shaped by the deliberate 
acts of statesmen, but by the hidden currents flowing con- 
tinually beneath the surface of political history, of which no 
one can predict the outcome. In one way only can we influence 
these hidden currents—by setting in motion those forces of 
instruction and imagination which change opinion. The asser- 
tion of truth, the unveiling of illusion, the dissipation of hate, 
the enlargement and instruction of men’s hearts and minds, must 
be the means.” 


There went forth once upon the highways of an ancient 
empire a wandering preacher. Member of a despised race, 
disciple of a scorned faith, he had behind him no great institu- 
tion, he bore no prestige, and he had only one gift in his hands. 
That gift was a message, a simple word of truth. But that 
message became a life that sprang up in men’s hearts. A new 
fellowship arose, an empire within an empire, and when at last 
decadent Rome passed away the new kingdom of faith and love 
endured. Wealth and numbers have come to the Church, it has 
multiplied ministries; but its greatest gift is still its message, 
and its greatest weapon is still the word of truth. 
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Church, and the Executive Secretary and two delegates fron. 
each duly organized City Society. It meets annually for th 
purpose of conference and discussion of the problems met i 
ministering in an adequate manner the Gospel of Jesus Chri 
to that part of city communities where the Methodist Episcop 
Church has undertaken to interpret Jesus Christ and to pla 
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folks of many tongues who make up our urban population. 
“Doctrinal Preaching and the New Day” was delivered a 
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